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In compliance with the will of the people of Alabama, 
expressed in the election of last August, I appear here to-' 
day to take the oath of office as Governor. 

If anything could add to my appreciation of this great 
honor, it would be the fact that I was chosen by the people 
without any dissent in the nature of an opposing candidacy. 
If my own sense of right and justice did not lead me to 
endeavor to discharge my duties as Governor with impartial 
fidelity to the laws and constitution, the generous confidence 
of the people, thus expressed, would constrain me to such a 
a course of public conduct. Happily for me and for the 
State, I enter upon my official duties at the close of four 
years of wise and patriotic administration, during which 
great and needed reforms have been made in the constitution 
and in the laws. 

I cordially unite with the people of all classes in express- 
ing a sentiment of grateful appreciation toward my prede- 
cessor, ahd toward the Convention and the General Assembly 
that have so faithfully labored in harmony with him in ad- 
vancing our State to'its present high and honorable position. 

After two successive terms he leaves the State compara- 
tively free from serious embarrassment. By a course of wise . 
and laborious administration, he has established iy the office 
of Governor a standard and precedent of such high order as 
to increase the responsibilities, while it excites the emula- 
tion, of those who shall succeed him; and in assuming the 
duties which he has resigned, I hope to profit much by his 
example, 

The able and exhaustive annual message already submit-. 
ted to you, renders, upon this occasion, any discussion of 
the financial condition of the State and the needed legisla- 
tion wholly unnecessary. I shall, therefore, not consume 
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your time by a repetition of what has already been so well 
said upon that subject, but content myself with a reference 
to my official labors in another department of this govern- 
ment, as affording the best assurance that, as the chief exec- 
utive of the State I will faithfully uphold the present adjust- 
ment of our public debt. 

There is nothing to disturb the relations of confidence and 
good will between Alabama and her sister States, and she 
has no controversy with the Federal Government. On the 
contrary, the people and the State government are in earnest 
accord in the support of every measure that tends to pro- 
mote the welfare of the entire people of the Union and to 
maintain the honor and credit of the general government. 

Within our borders there is no lack of the means of com- 


fortable subsistence, and in many respects we are blessed . * 


with abundance; peace and contentment prevail, and a new 
and growing prosperity strengthens the hopes of the people 
and gives them courage in their efforts to utilize all the rich 
and bountiful resources with which nature has endowed this 
beautiful land. è 

These blessings have not come to us without many sacri- 
fices and much suffering, and the patient endurance of great 
wrongs and evils in the recent past, but they are the more 
precious to us because they have come to us as the result 
and reward of an honest, faithful, and patriotic devotion to 
duty and principle. 

Since the State has recovered her lost autonomy, wrested 
from her by tyrannical usurpation, and since the strangers 
who were the instruments of foreign Governments have 
ceased to control her domestic affairs, a pure, just and legiti- 
mate public sentiment has again asserted its influence in 
favor of law, order and the sacred protection of all personal 
and pr operiy rights under the laws and the Constitution. 
The people have united with great alacrity in every move- 
ment calculated to secure the free and equal enjoyment of 
civil and political rights and privileges to all classes without 
discrimination. The result is that the laws are respected 
and enforced, and the rights of person and property are as 
secure as law can make them in any country; and confidence 
in the State, in its credit, in its justice, and in its power tọ 
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afford its citizens the real benefits of free government, is 
established upon enduring foundations. i 

The wise course of legislation and the faithful performance 

of duty by those who administer the laws, have done so 
much for our people, and within so brief a period of the en- 
joyment of home rule, that we need no inducement beyond 
our present experience to make us steadfust in keeping to 
our established course for the future. Under this eourse of 
:- governmental policy, we have already realized the gratifying 
fact that we are able without the denial, delay, or embarrass- 
ment of justice, and without impairing the efficiency of gov- 
ernment, to bring about all the reductions of public expenses 
-contemplated by our new constitution, and thus to justify the 
wisdom of the constitutional convention of 1875 in making 
our organic law conform to the necessities of our changed 
conditions. 

It is amongst the strongest proofs of good goverment, that 
crime has so far ceased and litigation has been so far re- 
duced in the courts, that we are able to dispense with some 
of the judges that were formerly necessary for the proper 
and efficient administration of the law. We have been able 
to reduce greatly the expenditures of the State government 
in the past four years; and I have every confidence that 
your wisdom will carry forward this good work without im- 
pairing the rights of our creditors—thus giving the best evi- 
dence both of our ability and our intention to meet all our 
past obligations and to place the credit of the State upon 
that high ground that was always maintained before the 
great civil war, and even during the exigencies of sans fearful 
struggle. 

We have purged fraud, tyranny and corruption from all 
branches of the public service under the control of the State, 
and have brought legislators, judicial and executive officers, 
and the people to a feeling of proper respect for the injunc- 
tions and limitations of the constitution. We have estab- 
lished a basis on which the education of the children of the 
country can be permanently provided for, and we have given 
to every branch of indusiry a substantial foundation of con- 
fidence, the results of which are everywhere apparent in the 
increasing thrift of all laboring classes; and L avail myself 
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of this presence to express to the whole people of Alabama 
my full determination to execute, so far as it can devolve 
upon me, every provision of our constitution in the true 
spirit of economy and reform which called it into existence. 

I therefore congratulate the people of Alabama that in all 
respects we are returning to a social condition in which the 
laws govern more through the power of a correct public sen- 
timent than through the agencies provided for their compul- 
sory enforcement; that in our financial affairs the once hope- 
less burthen of a great public debt has been so far relieved 
that we feel able to meet every just demand-against the State 
according to our engagements ; and that prosperity is again 
beginning to bless this land. 

During my administration I shall be especially solicitous 
for the widest practicable extension of the means of educa- 
tion to the youths of our State. I commend to your earnest 
attention our common school system and all our public insti- 
tutions of learning. Let us do our best endeavors to increase 
their favor, influence and efficiency. While we can never for- 
get that the intelligence and virtue of the people are the es- 
sential conditions of the life of free government, we must 
also remember that our growth, power and progress, as a 
State, are as dependent upon scientific knowledge and æsthe- 
tic culture. 

I also share with you a just pride in our State militia, and 
recall for our common benefit Jefferson’s words of wisdom : 
“A well disciplined militia, our best reliance in peace and for 
the first moments of war.” 

Upon this occasion it will not be expected that I should 
attempt to present in detail any measures which I may wish 
to recommend for the consideration of the General Assem- 
bly. It is, perhaps, enough to say, that my opinions could 
not be other than in full accord with what is now the known 
and settled policy of the great party of the people, seeing, 
aS every one must, that it has brought order out of confu- 
sion, has substituted wise economy for profligate extrava- 
gance, has interposed justice where iniquity prevailed, has 
secured to the people the right and exercise of seli-govern- 
ment, has re-established the public credit, and has fixed in 
the organic law those great principles of free government 
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which provide security for every right of the citizen and sot 
definite boundaries to the power of those that rule in our 
land. Ånd I can truthfully say that our government will be 
administered in no partisan spirit. “Equal and exact justice 
to all men, of whatever race, color, condition or persuasion,” 
shall be the touchstone by which I shall try my every official 
act. 

I trust that I am fully sensible of the grave and delicate 
responsibility of the trust I am now to assume in my oath of 
office, and I can only hope that with the assistance of your 
wisdom and the support of a generous people, I shall be 
able to follow with safety to the State and to the promo- 
tion of the general welfare, the plain path of duty that is 
open before me. I'can do no:more than assure you that my 
` heart is native in its love of; Alabama; that her honor and 
welfare are identified with my most cherished aspirations ; 
that I will bring to her service an honest zeal, and bestow 
what abilities I possess upon the faithful guardianship of 
the rights, interests and happiness of her people. 

Invoking the guidance of that infinite Power which rules 
the destinies of States, I am now ready to take upon myself 
the oath of office prescribed by the constitution. 


